WHAT DOES INCOGNITO ACTUALLY HIDE?

Incognito.
Who can still see?

You open a private window.
Does that make your visit a secret?
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Let’s follow one visit.
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START WITH A FAMILIAR SITUATION

You're buying
a surprise gift.

You use Chrome on a shared laptop.
You don’t want the visit in its history.

® & o Shopping for headphones

Headphones
A gift for a friend

ADD TO BASKET

History is the list of websites you visited
that Chrome saves on the laptop.
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ONE WORD YOU NEED TO KNOW

What is
a cookie?

A cookie is a small bit of information
a website asks your browser to remember.

Your browser is the app you use to visit websites.

“You’re signed in.” “Basket: headphones.”

Like a little reminder. So your basket stays filled.

Some cookies help the site work.
Others help track activity for advertising.

These notes are examples, not the actual cookie code.
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NOW OPEN INCOGNITO

It starts with
a blank page.

It keeps your usual website reminders apart.
It can make new, temporary ones as you browse.

USUAL CHROME INCOGNITO

Signed in
Basket: headphones

Starts fresh

It doesn’t erase your old Chrome history.
It opens a separate space for this visit.
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WHEN YOU ARE FINISHED

Close every
Incognito window.

Chrome removes those temporary reminders.
It doesn’t add these visits to its history.

e e o [ncognito

® ® o Another window

Notes
cleared

AR -
@,0)

Closing one tab may not be enough.
Close all Incognito windows in Chrome.
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BUT THE SHOP HAS ITS OWN RECORD

The shop can still
record your Vvisit.

The website can keep a record of the pages
you opened, even in Incognito.

SHOP’S VISIT LOG

Viewed:
OO Headphones

\ 7

It can also see your IP address: a number
used by your internet connection.

Incognito does not hide that number.
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AND IF YOU LOG IN?

The shop knows

which account is yours.

Type your email and password to sign in.
The shop can link this visit to your account.

® ¢ ¢ |ncognito

Hello, Alex

m You’re signed in.

This visit can belong to your account.

The private window doesn’t hide
the identity you just gave the shop.
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YOUR INTERNET CONNECTION STILL MATTERS

The trip isn’t
hidden either.

Your internet company may still see
which websites you connect to.

WEBSITE ADDRESS
example.com

What you read or type
Protected while travelling with HTTPS

HTTPS scrambles page contents as they travel.
That protection is separate from Incognito.

A work or school device may have extra monitoring.
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ONE MORE THING REMAINS

Download a file?
It stays.

A downloaded receipt A saved website link
Still on the laptop Called a bookmark

Closing Incognito doesn’t delete downloaded
files or saved website links.
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NOW YOU KNOW WHAT IT DOES

Private on your laptop.
Visible to the shop.

ON THE SHARED LAPTOP

Your Incognito visits stay out
of Chrome’s browsing history.

AT THE SHOP

The website can still keep records.
Log in and it knows your account.

When done: close every Incognito window.

Remember that saved files remain.

Ahmadreza Samadi
10/ 10



